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Living Waters Christian Fellowship 
Annual Business Meeting for 2013 

February 23, 2014 
 

Agenda 
 

1) Opening Prayer 
 

2) Bible Study 
 

3) Open Forum 
 

4) Closing Prayer 
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Living Waters Christian Fellowship 
Faith Statement 

 

Our Faith is the set of beliefs by which our lives are guided.  The Christian Faith we espouse 
has been handed down to us through the witness of the generations of believers who have 
gone before us and the word of God we experience in the Holy Bible.  That faith is built on 
the following foundations. 
 

God has always been and will always exist.  There is only one God. He is holy and infinitely 
perfect.  All created things came into being through the will of God, including the human 
race, and he sustains creation to this day. God is so different from us that we only know of 
God because he has revealed and continues to reveal himself to us. 
 

We have come to understand God as the one who is known to us in three persons.  Our 
scripture (the Bible) names God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  While we know that God is 
not gendered, like us, we use this language of scripture and speak of God as the Holy Trinity 
(tri-unity). 
 

The most important way God has made himself known to us is in the life of Jesus, who is the 
Son of God, attested to as both God and man. He was born of a virgin and lived a sinless life. 
In his life and teaching, he made God known.  In his suffering and death, he gave himself as 
an offering on our behalf.  In his resurrection, we are offered a new kind of relationship 
with God. 
 

Jesus offered himself because the sinful condition of the human race had separated us from 
a holy God.  The redemption he secured is offered to us as a gift that cannot be earned, but 
can only be received through faith in him.  Even having that faith requires that God work to 
plant it in unbelieving hearts.  Salvation, which brings transformation in this life and 
culminates in eternal life with God, is entirely God’s doing. All who receive Jesus Christ 
through repentance by faith are delivered from sin, made righteous before God, our 
heavenly Father, and named His children. 
 

The Holy Spirit is intended to live within each believer, but the experience of receiving Him 
varies greatly in both scriptural telling and our experience.  The Holy Spirit comes to guide 
and teach believers and equip each believer to serve in the kingdom of God. His equipping 
empowers us to fulfill His call on our lives.  The gifts of the Spirit outlined in scripture are 
necessary for believers to carry out whatever ministries God has chosen for each of them.  
Active membership in Living Waters carries the expectation that each member will seek 
out and grow in their relationship with God and use their gifts in service  and ministry to 
both the body of Christ and to those who aren’t yet members of the body. 
 

The word of God found in the Bible and the sacramental gifts practiced in Baptism and 
Communion are tools by which God continues to distribute his grace (which means 
unmerited favor).  We believe the Holy Bible, including all the canonical books to be God’s 
divinely inspired authoritative word, and our most reliable source of discovering God’s 
truth for His creation. It is the final authority for all our teaching. 
 

We believe the Church is the Body of Christ, with Jesus as the Head. We purpose to submit 
to Christ’s headship in all things. We are committed to consistently contend in prayer for all 
of God’s purposes for us. We seek to hear God’s voice, to be directed and guided in our 
service and ministry. 
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Living Waters Christian Fellowship 

Mission Statement 
 
Living Waters Christian Fellowship seeks to be a church centered in Jesus Christ.  We seek 
to connect people to Him and to have all grow in relationship with Him.  We seek to do this 
through engagement with God’s word and through active prayer, which involves speaking, 
listening and having Him reveal Himself and His desires to us. Our goal is to have 
everything we do support our call to the great commission. 
 



10 

 

  



11 

 

 
Alpha Report 

Submitted by:  Gloria Bobrowske, Alpha Coordinator 
 
Alpha will be run twice a year at Living Water Christian Fellowship.  The first session will 
run from January to March with second session starting in September and running through 
November 
 
Our first session began on September 9, 2013.  We had one adult group.  Five adults 
completed this first session of Alpha. 
 
We are looking forward to a larger group for the winter session. 
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A/V Report 

Submitted by:  A.J. Fie 
 

Well this was the first year of LWCF so as you can imagine there has been a lot going on in 
the A/V department.  We started out the year with a donated powered AMP and my home 
stereo speakers.  Our first purchase was microphones, cables, and stands for the praise 
team to use and one wireless microphone for Pastor Joel’s use.  We used all of this 
equipment for about 3 weeks at which time we were able to get a second hand sound board 
(new to us) and borrow powered speakers from Peace Lutheran Church in Watertown.  We 
used them until spring when we purchased our own powered speakers.  We now have a 
complete sound system for LWCF needs.  
 

We were able to provide A/V support for numerous guest speakers including:  Jamie 
Dalbec, Pastor Sam, Karen Dunham, and Pastor Karl Kruse.  I have also been doing the AV 
work for Alpha and Our Father’s Promise.  Both of those are going well. 
 

The biggest project I worked on this year was the celebration of life service we held for our 
friend Dr. James Neff.  This service brought together over 300 people and a whole bunch of 
problems for the AV set-up.  Thanks to God for the knowledge He placed in me, I was able 
to make things work fairly well.  I have since been working on each one of those problems 
trying to fix them.  
 

I think everyone has noticed that we place our words to our songs and the bible verses on 
the screen.  We do this through EZ Worship.  It has been a long process to build the data 
base we use, but after a year at it now, it is finally done. 
 

In late October we purchased two new I Pads for use by the praise team.  With these it is 
not necessary for the praise team members to use their own I Pads for church functions. 
 

I would like to give a big thanks to everyone who helped me over the last 12 to 18 weeks as 
I had hip replacement surgery.  I want to personally thank John Hurley for stepping up and 
learning the sound board and how to set-up all the equipment.  Without your help John, I 
would not have been able to do the things I have done.  I want the church body of LWCF to 
know that there is now a person to back me up when I need to be gone.  As we go forward 
into 2014, I am in search of a person to step up and learn how to run the computer, put the 
words up on the screen and to record the service. 
 

I have most of Pastor Joel’s sermons on CD.  I will be placing each month’s CD in the church 
office by the first Tuesday of the month.  If you would like to get a copy of just one of the 
sermons on the disc, please let me know and I will work on getting you one.  Speaking of 
the sermons, did you know what every week (except for the weeks that human error takes 
place) the sermons get placed on the church website?  For those who have smart phones 
you can go the church website and download the sermon to listen to as often as you like.  
With your help the AV group will continue to grow and improve to help you worship God 
with your whole heart. 
 

A goal I have for the upcoming year is to have video recordings of the gospel and sermon to 
put on the website.  I would like everyone’s suggestions on how I can help improve your 
worship experience.  We are looking forward to what God has for us this year. 
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Christian Education 
Submitted by:  Pat Meier 

 
The Sunday school hour starts at 10:45 each Sunday beginning in September through May. 
The adult study is lead by Jerry Utecht with an average of 15 people.  Then this last fall we 
started a youth group study on Sunday mornings led by Marylou Swedberg with an average 
of 4 teens.  For the younger group we have 4th grade down to 2 year olds attending Sunday 
school with an average of 10 students.  The teachers for those grades are Kylee Fie and Pat 
Meier. 
 
The hope for the future of the Sunday school classes is to have more teens and children 
become a part of the Sunday school program.  It is important for these ages to have 
Christian friendships with others their same age.  I will be stepping down as coordinator / 
teacher after this Sunday School session so the Christian Education Ministry is in need of 
people to oversee and/or teach for the next coming year. 
 
Other Christian Education activities include numerous bible studies including the women’s 
studies (Thursday night) and the men’s studies (Wednesday evening).  There has been a 
class hosted by Pastor and Marylou (A Blessed Life) and a prayer conference seminar 
hosted by LWCF. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has given their time to lead studies and to those who have 
taken the time to attend. 
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Council Report 

Submitted by:  George Pavelek 
 
Greetings from the Living Waters Christian Fellowship council!  We rejoice with you in the 
year we have had.  God has blessed us in many ways and we are grateful for His guidance, 
patience, love, and grace.  We lean on Him for relationship, direction, and wisdom. Our God 
is an Awesome God! 
 
As the council meets each month, we have recognized the challenge that everything we 
address and try to accomplish is New to Living Waters and New to us as council members.  
It takes time, thought, mistakes, and prayer to establish how we want to do things as a new 
Body of Christ.  We thank you all for your prayers, your input, and your feedback.  While we 
recognize the importance of establishing an operating format, protocol, and church 
structure, we don’t want to get caught up in having that be our primary function.  We don’t 
want to sacrifice our relationship with our Triune God, our time in the Word, and our time 
in ministry for the business of the church.  We want to be a council that hears from our 
church family, hears from our God and responds to both by the wisdom He provides.  
 
I’ve considered the period of this past year to be somewhat like our wilderness experience. 
God has led us out of “captivity” and is directing us toward our promised land.  Each week 
we set-up, broke down, and moved on to where the Lord was leading us. I thought of the 
Tabernacle and what it must have taken to set it up, break it down, and move on through 
the wilderness.  But I also thought of the Glory of God’s presence in the cloud by day and 
the fire by night.  May His Cloud of Glory envelop us too! 
 
Unlike the Israelites however, because of our preexisting relationships and our ongoing 
relationships with our Lord, I’m lead to believe our wilderness experience won’t be as long.  
I believe it was necessary, but I also believe the Lord is going to grab a hold of us and put us 
to the job of ministering because we all have willing hearts!  Thank You Jesus! 
 
And speaking of hearts, I give thanks to the Lord for the Love that is our fellowship.  We are 
family!  We share concern and love for one another that is both felt and expressed by all.  
May that love lead us to making Christ’s Love known to all who come to know us. 
 
As we move forward may we continue to be mindful to seek Him in His word, in prayer, 
and in His presence.  His light will guide our path as He leads us forth for his purposes and 
His Glory! 
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Mission Report 

Submitted by:  Mary Neff 
Page 1 of 2 

 

The Mission Committee was formed in early April 2013.  At that time, its stated focus was: 
 Main focus is prayer 
 Distribute money to benefit people in God’s kingdom 
 Bring people into a relationship with Christ 
 Host missionaries at Living Waters 
 Support our own members to go on short term mission trips 
 Do as the Lord leads 

 

Jim Neff was the founding chairman of the mission committee.  After Jim’s death in August, 
the mission committee only held one brief meeting during the remainder of 2013, and has 
remained without a chairperson.  Original members of the committee were: 

 

Jim Neff 
Kim Babatz 
Merle Friesen 
Wendy Fie 

Angie Rahkola 
Irene Lockwood 
Jackie Gallus 
Betty Rehmann 

Sarah Lea 
Tom Constenius 
Jerry Schultz 

 

During 2013, the mission committee distributed the following funds: 
1) Africa 2013 Mission Trip ................................................ $ 2,100.00 
2) Alpha ....................................................................................... $ 4,008.64 
3) Commission to Every Nation ......................................... $ 1,000.00 
4) Hope Centers for Children of Africa ........................... $ 1,000.00 
5) Honorarium – Jamie Dalbec ........................................... $ 150.00 
6) Int’l Fellowship of Christian &Jews ............................. $ 450.00 
7) Love, Inc. Big Woods ......................................................... $ 400.00 
8) Love, Inc. Heartland .......................................................... $ 400.00 
9) Tree House/Betsy Simons .............................................. $ 450.00 
10) Vernacular Bibles ............................................................... $ 1,500.00 
11) VVMI/Colin Edwards ........................................................ $ 1,000.00 
12) VVMI/General Fund .......................................................... $ 1,000.00 
13) VVMI Projects ......................................................................  

a) Projector System ............................................ $ 2,200.00 
b) 2 replacement speakers ............................... $ 1,200.00 
c) CMI Support ..................................................... $ 500.00 
d) Vina partial project ........................................ $ 780.00 
e) ILMAV project .................................................. $ 1,000.00 

14) Waverly Food Shelf ........................................................... $ 179.12 
 TOTAL: ................................................. $ 19,317.76 

 
Of funds spent, $3,806.47 came from donations designated for missions and $15,511.29 
came from the general fund per the church council.  Currently, the council’s plan is to 
allocate 13% of general funds donations toward missions in January and February, 14% in 
March and April, and 15% beginning in May. 
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Mission Report 
Submitted by:  Mary Neff 

Page 2 of 2 
 
 
It is the desire of the LWCF council that the Mission Committee be reactivated.   If you 
would like to be a member of the Mission Committee, please email Mary Neff at 
maryneff@tds.net to let her know.   We also need new leadership for the committee.  We 
have one person willing to be a co-chair if someone else would come forward to also co-
chair.  The term would be for two years.  If God puts it on your heart to co-chair, please call 
Mary at (612) 202-7736 to discuss what that would entail. 
 
Praise the Lord for His provision! 
 
  

mailto:maryneff@tds.net
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Music Ministry 
Submitted by:  Bob Lea 

 
I just was completing seven-years as the praise and worship leader when the team was 
invited to celebrate the two-year anniversary of the Saturday night prayer service for the 
Watertown Evangelical Free church.  The praise and worship team didn’t have a name, but 
the Lord indicated Waterfall from the passage in Psalms 42:7: 
 

Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and billows have 
gone over me. NKJV 

 
The word “Waterfall” only occurs one time in the Bible and later when “Living Waters” was 
chosen for our church name, it seemed divinely fitting. 
 
Early challenges for Waterfall in the new church included changing locations and hodge-
podge or borrowed sound equipment.  AJ Fie came to the rescue and within a short time, 
the sound equipment was squared away both at the Village Hall and at the Assembly of God 
church (where Our Father’s Promise currently meets). 
 
Focusing on the Lord through praise & worship is the goal always, but the there were times 
when the Lord’s glory seemed to descend in a very special way. One event was Jim Neff’s 
home going celebration where the Lord’s presence rested upon the believers and the lost 
with equal weight.  No one present could deny the Lord and His majesty.  
 
The future holds the promise of revival – a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our 
location.  My prayer is that Waterfall be ready to receive this blessing of the Lord’s 
presence in a way unknown to our generation.  Thank you to every Waterfall team 
member, to AJ and to the people who faithfully erected and torn down the sound 
equipment.  Thank you to every member of Living Waters, Our Father’s Promise, and every 
guest who has engaged with us to worship the Lord. 
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Pastoral Report 

Submitted by:  Pastor Joel Swedberg 
 
It’s been a year full of new experiences and adjustments.  We’ve made some new friends 
and seen some old ones slipped away.  We’ve made do with a lot less than we’d been used 
to, sitting on folding chairs and setting up a portable sound system.  We plan on smaller 
numbers of people for just about every function.  Everything about what we do has been 
changed in some way or another.  The one thing that hasn’t changed, that gives us roots and 
something to hold onto, is the One who has called us into life as his Church. 
 
Our Lord has remained absolutely faithful, meeting with us in worship, fellowship, and 
service, answering prayers and touching lives.  He is still our reason for living and working 
to develop our congregational identity.  The Holy Spirit has been active among us in many 
ways, from healing hurting bodies and mending broken hearts to providing favor with our 
landlord city and neighboring church.  We have been well taken care of in this year of 
adventure. 
 
We are not completely organized as of yet.  There is no formal constitution, but we have a 
dedicated group of leaders in place.  George Pavelek is our first elder, invited by me.  
Together we asked Dawn Kalvig to serve as an elder, and as a team we asked Gloria 
Bobrowske and Jerry Schultz to become deacons.  We are feeling our way forward, looking 
at models others have provided for us to divide up responsibilities for the congregation.  
Prayer is the tool most used in leadership, and we seriously covet your prayers for the 
leadership team. 
 
In addition to these aforementioned leaders, Bonnie Schultz is serving as the secretary for 
council meetings and Mary Neff is our congregational treasurer. 
 
Besides this pastor, there are other employees of the congregation.  AJ Fie handles media 
for worship and special events, Bob Lea directs the Waterfall Praise team, and Sandy 
Fleischman keeps the details straight as parish secretary.   
 
As small as we are, everything we do requires membership input and effort.  Thank you to 
Ric and Pat Meier for heading up the Sunday School program, and to Kylee Fie, Jerry Utecht, 
and Marylou Swedberg for teaching.  Thank you to every one of you joining in and helping 
in the diverse ways you have.  Setting up and pulling down are absolutely necessary for 
anything we do at Village hall. 
 
In the coming year, we hope to be developing a clearer image of what God wants us doing 
here in Waverly.  In the end, all that matters for us as a congregation is finding God’s 
specific ministry path for our life together.  As long as we remain committed and seeking, 
we can be sure he will show us what his dream for us is. 
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